
NOUS SOIGNONS CEUX QUE LE MONDE OUBLIE PEU A PEU

A timeline of events, how it is effecting
the Palestinian community and our 

response
May 2021

What is happening in Palestine?
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'The battle for Jerusalem'
» Jerusalem has long been at the heart of the Palestinian 

struggle for freedom

» Escalations of violence when the status quo of the city is 
being challenged (e.g. barriers to access Al Aqsa, visits to 
Al Aqsa by Israeli parliamentarians, opening of US 
embassy in 2018)

» The recent Israeli election saw a rise in right wing 
extremists who support segregationist policies, settlement 
expansion and prohibiting home sales to Palestinians.

» Human Rights Watch report released in April 2021 with 
legal analysis that there is an apartheide regime 
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22 April 2021 6

» On 22 April 2021
• Hundreds of ultra-right wing Israelis marched 

through Jerusalem chanting 'Death to Arabs' and 
attacking Palestinians.

• Police responded with brutal force on Palestinian 
counter-protest.

• Police also targeted journalists who were 
present.

• 12 Palestinians were hospitalised, with dozens
more injured and arrested.
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7 May and 10 May

Between 7 and 10 May alone, in 
Jerusalem 1,000 Palestinians were 
injured by Israeli security forces, 735 of 
these due to rubber bullets.

10 May

On the 10th of May, the last night of 
Ramadan, Israeli forces invaded Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, firing sponge-tipped bullets, 
tear gas and stun grenades.
Wanting to clear the way for Israeli 
'Jerusalem Day' celebrations

6:00 PM

'Palestinian resistance forces' in Gaza 
announced their intention to attack if 
Israel did not remove its security forces 
from Al-Aqsa compound and Sheikh 
Jarrah neighborhood by 6pm local time



Barriers to Health Care responding in 
Jerusalem during this time

» PCRS faced significant impediments to its work in
Jerusalem

• A request to transfer ambulances from West Bank
to Jerusalem was denied

• Paramedic crews were prevented or delayed in
accessing injured

• PCRS medics were targeted with Skunk water, tear
gas, rubber bullets.

• Two ambulances damaged, one staff member also
beaten and briefly detained.
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Gaza
» The Israeli attacks on Gaza started May 10th and lasted 11 

days

» Even before this recent escalation Gaza was 'unlivable'

» 91, 000 people displaced

» At least 30 health facilities damaged

» Water and electricity severly affected

» 54 education facilities damaged

» Serious Protection concerns for health care, and increasing 
barriers for access to health care
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Impact on Health in Gaza
» Trauma and Emergency Needs

• Blast injuries

• COVID-19 major risk

• Damage/destruction of health facilities affecting functioning

• Public health - ↑risk of waterborne disease

• Electricity outages affecting clean water and WASH functioning

» Access barriers in Gaza:

• Erez/Beit Hanoun remains closed for patients and referrals

• Abu Salem/Kerem Shalom checkpoint remains closed for supplies

• Damage to roads obstructing ambulance access to main hospital
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Impact on Mental Health in Gaza
• As an occupied population Gaza has some of the highest rates of 

mental health conditions. (68.9% adolescents-PTSD, 40% moderate 
to severe levels of depression, 94.9% anxiety)

• Not resilience but adaptation to a stressful environment

• The percentage of children in Palestine is 45.3% of the population
(43.4% in the West Bank and 48.0% in Gaza Strip).

• Many of them lived and have lived under a situation of constant
stress and threat. Children the age of 13 and under have lived
through 4 wars and whole life under blockade.

• During bombing many parents related situation of panic, fear,
somatic reactions, paralisis and one adolescent commit suicide.

• Gaza's population lacks mental health professionals.
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In the West Bank
» 29 fatalities: 4 children, 1 woman

» 7200 injured: 719 with live ammunition, 1578 to
Emergency Departments

» 89 attacks on health care have occurred in the
West Bank, with beating, injury, and arrest of
health workers; damage to ambulances; 
obstruction to access; and incursion of health
facilities.
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MDM Response Plan

Acute Emergency Phase
» Procurement of medical drugs neded for treatment in the ER.
» Provide immediate support to Palestiniains in 

Gaza trough mobile units in partnership with PMRS.
» Advocacy
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Recovery Phase
» Rehabilitate emergency rooms in primary care centers and train 

medical personnel to ensure timely and quality response to patients.
» Community awareness raising on mental health and COVID-19
» Continued Advocacy



Advocacy
» Statements, press release and videos reacting to

events
» Letter to UN security council on access to health and

attacks on health care
» Working with other French NGOs on advocacy at

French, EU level
» Joint initiatives with other chapters, clusters and

advocacy working groups
» Challenging root causes of inequality, oppression in

Palestine which lead to barriers to right to health
» Calling for an end of the blockade on Gaza and

occupation of Palestine
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18Thank you for listening
We welcome your questions


	What is happening in Palestine?
	Diapositive numéro 2
	'The battle for Jerusalem'
	Diapositive numéro 4
	Diapositive numéro 5
	22 April 2021
	Diapositive numéro 7
	Barriers to Health Care responding in Jerusalem during this time
	Diapositive numéro 9
	Gaza 
	Diapositive numéro 11
	Diapositive numéro 12
	Impact on Health in Gaza
	Impact on Mental Health in Gaza
	In the West Bank 
	MDM Response Plan��Acute Emergency Phase
	Advocacy
	Thank you for listening�We welcome your questions

